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Midterm: Paper (2a.)

2a. In Caribbean Discourse Edouard Glissant argues that "History" has been fissured by "histories" and that "Historians" are no longer "its privileged interpreters"(Glissant 1989, xxix) How is the concept of One History challenged by the texts/films we have discussed so far?

Brainstorm: History has often been recorded by the "educated" cultures. The enlgish, French, Spanish, all of the cultures that attempted to conquest the world. These cultures write down their history from their perspective. They write from the view of colonizer, not the colonized. 'History' is only the history of these cultures, while 'histories' is the all encompacing term for the history of the entire world. 'histories' has a multiple view points to every situation, every perspective that together creates the true history of the world. In history, everyone is a interpreter of a unique perspective. No one would be able to feel or even see all sides of the issue. Because of this, a complete history includes all of the perspectives and can never be complete. 

**'One History' is challenged by the Testimonio When the Mountains Tremble. The history taught in America tells us of how we helped the Brazilian government keep order and power by giving them weapons to stave off the guerilla freedom fighters. To the people in Brazil, these guerilla fighters were the good guys trying to get rid of the oppression, trying to make their lives better. This perspective is the 'histories' that we never knew because it was not experienced by the traditional 'Historians' and not recorded in the traditional manner. 

**A text that we have discussed provides another 'histories' that does not fit into the traditional 'History' commonly taught. Crick Crack, Monkey shows how colonization of the Caribbean countries affected it's people. Colonization divided the people into two polar groups with a plethora of people in between. The 'History' taught in America only tells us of how the British colonized those states, and doesn't even mention what happened to the people in those states or the social change it caused. 

Texts/Films: 


-Hodge, Merle. Crick-Crack, Monkey. Chicago: Heinemann, 1970

-Yates, Pamela and Thomas Sigel dir. When the Mountains Tremble. New York: New Yorker Films, c1984


-Kincaid, Jamaica. A Small Place. New York,: Farrar, 1988

Outline:
Introduction: The root of the word 'history' can be traced back to the Greek word historein, meaning inquiry, while Merriam-Webster offers the synonym 'account'. The question that lingers in our mind is "whose?" About WHOM do we inquire and WHOSE account do we record? These questions are at the basis of Edouard Glissant's argument that "History" has been fissured by "histories" and that "Historians" are no longer "its privileged interpreters" (Glissant 1989, xxix). The texts A Small Place and Crick-Crack, Monkey both portray a personal perspective different from the ones found in history books. Likewise the video Testimonio When the Mountains Tremble provides an insight to the guerilla warfare in Brazil. Each of these pieces? challenge the idea of "One History" by presenting the "histories" few have read about and even less truly know. 

A Small Place: A Small Place by Jamaica Kincaid presents her "histories" of British colonization of Antigua. 

· Modern World History teaches of Britain's conquest of the Caribbean islands. Never mentioned, and no one asked, "what happened to the native people?"

· Kincaid presents the state of her country beginning with the people but then moving to the broader state. 

· How the colonizer affects the colonized and vice-versa.

Crick-Crack, Monkey: A text that we have discussed provides another 'histories' that does not fit into the traditional 'History' commonly taught. Crick Crack, Monkey shows how colonization of the Caribbean countries affected it's people. Colonization divided the people into two polar groups with a plethora of people in between. The 'History' taught in America only tells us of how the British colonized those states, and doesn't even mention what happened to the people in those states or the social change it caused. 
When the Mountains Tremble: 'One History' is challenged by the Testimonio When the Mountains Tremble. The history taught in America tells us of how we helped the Brazilian government keep order and power by giving them weapons to stave off the guerilla freedom fighters. To the people in Brazil, these guerilla fighters were the good guys trying to get rid of the oppression, trying to make their lives better. This perspective is the 'histories' that we never knew because it was not experienced by the traditional 'Historians' and not recorded in the traditional manner. 
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The root of the word 'history' can be traced back to the Greek word historein, meaning inquiry, while Merriam-Webster offers the synonym 'account'. The question that lingers in our mind is "whose?" WHOM do we inquire and WHOSE account do we record? These questions are at the basis of Edouard Glissant's argument that "History" has been fissured by "histories" and that "Historians" are no longer "its privileged interpreters" (Glissant 1989, xxix). The texts A Small Place and Crick-Crack, Monkey both portray a personal perspective different from the ones found in history books. Likewise the testimonio When the Mountains Tremble provides a political insight to the guerilla warfare in Brazil. Each of these pieces challenge the idea of "One History" by presenting the "histories" few have read about and even less truly know.

A Small Place by Jamaica Kincaid presents her "histories" of British colonization of Antigua. In high school modern world history books, there is only a small blurb about the British’s conquest of the Caribbean islands. This basic reference representing our “One History” only skims over what happened, and doesn’t delve deeper into the effects on the people. Too busy keeping up with facts and dates, students forget to ask, “what happened to the native people?” The subjective question of what kind of political, social, and economic change comes out of British colonization was never asked. Kincaid attempts to bring light to those topics by writing her novel A Small Place. She expresses her “rage” about the current state of affairs in Antigua, blaming the English for colonizing Antigua and Antiguans for not creating a truly independent government that unaffected by their British past. The economic fallout is most troubly expressed by the sign on the local library stating “repairs are pending” (Kincaid 9). By describing the condition in Antigua, Kincaid poses all that is needed to challenge the concept of “One History.” Her anguish over the culture in Antigua provides the necessary sentiment of personal history. Through Kincaid’s eye, the audience is able to learn about the perspective of a native Antiguan, including the hate of tourism and the attempt to make Antigua England. This perspective lies in contrast to the British history we have learned about that only details the “usefulness” of the islands, for riches, and attraction. A Small Place challenges “One History” by offering a view from the inside not heard before. 

In a similar fashion, Crick-Crack, Monkey explores the fallout of British colonization in the Caribbean. The author, Merle Hodge, takes a different approach detailing the life of the intelligent child-come-adolescent Tee. This young character undergoes a constant battle between her Creole past and British future. Using this struggle, Hodge presents “histories” that fissure the “One History” found in popular textbooks. The audience learns of the social affects of colonization that can separate a family and an entire nation through the eyes of Tee. The novel illustrates how the transition from one culture to another creates polar attitudes and social hierarchies among the citizens. The transition itself presents a history of how British colonization transforms the native culture. The change in Tee’s language in the book as well as 

