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No sound, No caption TV

(Seinfeld)

Feelings I Saw

1. Scorn

2. Distress

3. Anger

4. Ecstatic

5. Indifferent

Feelings I Felt
1. Confusion

2. Frustrated

3. Boredom

4. Indifferent

5. Exasperated

While watching Seinfeld on TV last night without sound or caption, I was lost. I didn’t understand what the jokes were about and could only understand the physical comedy on the show. The story line went over my head and while I could figure out some of the character relationships, I never understood what and why things happened. After a while, I became distracted and bored. The TV show had lost its fun when I didn’t understand what was going on. I found it difficult to sit through a full 30-minute show without sound. 

 Deaf people must feel the same way to the point where they begin to avoid TV. Without sound, the tones of the shows are unapparent and the sounds that lead into future scenes are unperceivable. On shows like Seinfeld, some of the jokes are based purely on sound that will be unappreciated and unnoticed by the hard of hearing. The Deaf must feel like they are not a part of the audience the shows are written for. Any hearing person who watches TV has the sound on unless it’s a sporting event. The TV is designed to provide auditory and visual interest to keep the audience’s attention. Without both, it can’t hold your attention. 

