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Influence of Drugs on Rock


Sex, drugs and rock n’ roll is the phrase used to both epitomize rock and to criticize it. Ignoring sex for the moment, drugs had an integral role in the development of rock in the 60’s and then influenced the sound again in the 90’s. In the 60’s, LSD and marijuana created an entire musical type called psychedelic rock that defined many of the bands in the era. The Beatles and the Byrds were just two bands that used drugs to achieve a different feeling and sound in their music. In the 90’s, marijuana is often cited as a way of having fun and letting go.

Not only did the drugs influence the music and the artists, drugs also influenced the audience. For many in the audience, drugs allowed them to understand the music of their idols. Notably, the Grateful Dead used LSD to create their sound and the audience responded by using (nearly free) LSD to understand it. At that point, drugs were inseparable from the music.


In the 90’s, drugs played a role in the creation and sound of the music, but has less of a response by the audience. With programs like D.A.R.E. and other anti-drug programs, the audience is taught to stay away from drugs. This didn’t prevent people to listening to drug-inspired music. Musicians such as Sublime, and the Dave Matthews Band often make drug references in their music and used drugs to heighten their sound. Even so, the audience can still enjoy the music without being under the influence of drugs. While many kicked and screamed (or arrested) drugs were forced to be separable from the music. 
