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Project #2

Relationships in Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone

Characters: Harry Potter, The Dursley’s, Hermione, Ron Weasley

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone is a story of a young boy who is not like the others. In the beginning of Harry’s life, his parents were killed by the dark lord Voldemort and forced to live with his Aunt and Uncle Dursley. No longer having a home, he was raised in the world of Muggles (nonmagical people) under the careful and critical eye of Aunt and Uncle Dursley. They treated Harry like he didn’t exist showing blatant preference for their own child and relegating Harry to a cupboard under the stairs with the spiders. In all their efforts to force Harry into normalcy, Aunt and Uncle Dursley failed to suppress Harry’s unique abilities. Soon after turning 11, he is whisked away to the Hogwarts School of Withcraft and Wizardry where his life as a wizard begins. 
At Hogwarts he begins his new social life as a wizard. Finally he has peers that accept him and admire him. He makes both friends and enemies because of his status as the most famous wizard of all, something Harry barely understands. Ron become his best friend because they both were searching for friends and fulfilled each others need for affiliation. Another peer of Harry’s is Draco Malfoy. Malfoy was a part of an influential wizard family and he has always been able to get what he wants, including friends.

The concepts that relate to the characters and the relationships in Harry Potter are attachment style, power, and friendship. All of these ideas are key to understanding the  bonds between the primary characters. 

Intimate Relationships states that our early relationships influence our attachment styles and affects all other relationships. In contrast, Harry Potter does not show evidence of being affected by the almost slave-like relationship with the Dursley’s. Dudley school, grey clothes (pg. 32
